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Arrived early AM Sunday in time for debrief on B-52 and fighter 
strikes on Hanoi -Haiphong complex. Strikes were apparently highly 
successful with large secondaries and multiple POL fires. Additionally 
enemy lost 3 Mig's, two shot down and one crashed while landing. 

SAM defenses were apparently totally ineffective. 

Discussed political situation with Bunker without benefit of your 
WHS 2045 which was not received until later in day. He is most 
enthusiastic about prospects which he believes should be followed-up 
in accordance with your overall plan; I have not discussed with him 
our customers latest play nor new note of uncertainty you mentioned 
with respect to third party. From my point of view procedures you 
are following are exactly right and represent fair compromise. I 
also agree completely with posture you have taken re third party. 

Please keep me informed. 

Had long and fruitful exchange with General Abrams. He under- 
stands completely the necessity for escalation of air effort to north. 

I also understand much more clearly the severe pressure he has been 
under to husband air assets for battle area. 

I spent afternoon in III Corps with General Hollingsworth who 
together with his deputy, General McGiffert, has been holding together 
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a most tenuous situation along the length of Route 13 from Loc Vinh to 
Lai Khe. The only factor which has prevented a major debacle has 1 
been US air especially B-52’s. The situation in and around An Loc 
was far worse than I had anticipated. Three enemy main force units 
reinforced by tanks and artillery have been deployed against one of 
ARVN's weakest divisions along a route leading directly to Saigon. 

Yesterday the situation stabilized in and around An Loc due to 
massive US air and modest ARVN reinforcements. At the same time 
the enemy has slipped around An Loc and is applying greater pressure 
against the 21st ARVN Division at Chon Thanh. This division has 
been performing well, however, and is inflicting considerable punish- 
ment on the enemy. I spoke with their commander who is very 
aggressive and impressive. His units’ morale is very high. 

However, General Minh, III Corps CG is a disaster. Slow, unsure and 
definitely not up to the task. 

There are some very tough days ahead in III Corps area but I be- 
lieve ARVN will hold and that by end of month enemy will be driven 
out of III Corps with great losses. As of now Hollingsworth estimates 
that the enemy has lost up to 50 tanks in An Loc-Loc Ninh area. There 
are many T-54's in this bag. Yesterday beleagured forces in An Loc 
started destroying tanks with infantry anti-tank weapons. As a result 
the morale of the garrison has materially improved. 
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The problem on air is that when large strikes especially B-52's are 
conducted, much of the carrier reinforcements are lost to the battle 


area 


Also the Navy frequently has to move carriers resulting in 


another day or two of sorties which are unavailable to meet threats in 
III Corps and Delta. 

To help alleviate this problem, yesterday General Vogt started to 
refuel Thai based air here in Saigon area. This permits greater 
efficiency in their employment. 

Instant impressions confirm my overall air of confidence that ARVN 
with our help will weather what is very evidently the. major North 
Vietnamese effort of the war. There are only few signs of infrastructure 
viability and all serious threats are coming from main force units. 

There is a surge of nationalistic spirit evident especially in I Corps but 
I am sure this is fragile and could be easily upset by sudden setbacks. 

Tomorrow I will visit I Corps where I can better assess that situation 
there. Odeen has just returned from the delta and offers the following 
highlights: There has been heavy combat in certain areas: Chong Thien, 
Dinh Tuong/Kien Tuong, and in Cambodia near Kampong Trach. 

Activity is picking up in Kien Hoa. The initial phase of the enemy 
offensive seems to be ending, but more heavy combat is expected. 

Over 100 RVNAF troops have been killed in Chong Thien alone over 
the past 10 days and casualties are believed heaver in the Kampong 
Trach battle. Casualties are heavier in MR-4 than in MR-1. Other 
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areas of the delta are quiet. The roads are open and everything appears 
normal. 

Despite the heavy fighting, there is broad confidence that the situation 
is under control. Reinforcements are enroute to the threatened areas 
and the advisors at the military region in Chong Thien (the province 

Phil visited) feel there are ample RVNAF forces available. 

In an interesting sidelight, a Vietnamese pacification attitude sur- 
vey team was in Chong Thien when the recent attacks began. They 
found the public attitude was initially very pessimistic, in part be- 
cause of the absense of any overt US support. Once US aircraft began 
to be seen, the attitude shifted markedly. Also the Vietnamese interviewed 
were encouraged to hear that US air and naval force were enroute for 
Southeast Asia. 

I will have lengthy discussion with General Abrams tonight and hope 
to get a better assessment from him than time permitted today. As of 
now, I believe we have a good basis for confidence that situation will 
hold together but there may be some tough moments between now and 
the end of the month. Following this we will have some rebuilding to do 
before new enemy efforts, perhaps in July. Subsequent enemy efforts 

should be far less virulent and should fail. 

While the enemy has definitely erred, I believe the (plan? ) offers 
best long term hope for the situation. Ambassador Bunker shares this 
view and believes that Thieu’s offer to step down and not run for reelection 
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i. still valid. It should be used if a break-thru could result. At the 
time I am confinced that you should proceed from a posture of 


same 


onfidence that the situation here will hold together for a long time. 

during this next year with the greatest danger 


com 


Events will improve 


ing 


after that if there is no settlement. 


Warm regards. 
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